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There is no question that the Belfast Curling Club’s 
2021/22 season saw its share of challenges. Lower level 
construction took several months longer than hoped, due 
to supply chain issues and a scarcity of local carpenters. 
A continuing COVID presence reduced the number of 
teams at BCC bonspiels and even forced the 
cancellation of the Men’s Little International because 
border crossing restrictions eliminated over half of the 
event’s field. However, BCC’s curling spirit was not 
dampened!
     Learn to Curl sessions at the start of each half 
smashed records for number of attendees with 89 in 
November and 92 in January. You Can Curls got 
another 172 Mainers on the ice, and earned over $7000 
for the club.

     We welcomed 47 new league members, 7 new social 
members, and 6 new college members—also a big 
increase over numbers recorded since 2013. We saw 
new members jump into the fray wholeheartedly, 
broadening our social fabric and contributing 
significantly to BCC’s volunteer needs while getting 
hooked on the game and the camaraderie curling offers.
     The second half of the season was ACTION-
PACKED, with a number of teams traveling to away 
events, and at home, every weekend was booked with 
bonspiels, funspiels, You Can Curls, a clinic with 

national level coaches, and playdown games to curl in 
next November’s Scot Tour.
     In spite of fewer teams and the loss of the high-
revenue-generating Men’s Little International, this 
season’s bonspiels still amounted to an important 
income stream of nearly $24,000. Member-donated 
meal ingredients and dishes cooked at home—as well 
as tremendous raffle donations and generous ticket 
buyers—resulted in the better-than-expected bonspiel 
profits. 
     Just as importantly, BCC absolutely maintained its 
reputation for hosting fun, creative, warm and 
welcoming bonspiels that keep our guests coming back 
for more.  Every bonspiel committee noted their 
gratitude for the impressive number of volunteers who 
pulled together with good cheer to make our events so 
successful!

Action-Packed Second Half Caps Season! 



Home Ice Action
Mad About Plaid!
     Held January 14-16, the Women’s Pine Tree fielded 
16 teams with 3 from Cape Cod, 2 from Potomac and 1 
each from TCC, South Shore, Green Mountain, Upper 
Valley, Petersham, Nutmeg and Pine Tree Curling 
Clubs. The theme was Mad for Plaid, and indeed there 
were some combinations of attire and decorations that 
hurt the eyes!
     All four Belfast teams were in finals Sunday 
morning with one team vying for the A event, another 
in the B Event, and the remaining two duking it out for 
D Event honors. 
     A new piper, Sally Jones, made her BCC debut and 
did a fantastic job. She said that she was thrilled to 
perform at a curling event, that this was her first ever 
paying gig, and she looks forward to more 
opportunities.
     Held at the height of the Omicron surge, the event 
had the challenge of away teams fracturing or dropping 
out, but the committee weathered it well with the 
much-appreciated assistance of drawmaster Garrett 
Gustaffson making adjustments up until the last 
minute. A couple of Belfast teams also kindly allowed 
themselves to be taken apart to plug holes in other 
teams. 
      “With 12 away teams committed, we were ready to 
do whatever it took, said Pine Tree co-chair Donna 
Fancy. “The response from the away teams when 
registration opened is a real testament to the great 
camaraderie that this club has built with clubs all over 
New England. We were thrilled to be so supported by 
our old friends.” 

Plaid Ugly prevailed over the formidable Green Mountain 
Team, Tishie’s Tartans, to win the A event. L to R: Sharon 
Besso, Hanna Billington, Katy Hunter, and Ann 
Kirkpatrick.

Plaid Men defeated Cape Cod's Mad Plaiders to take the 
B event.  L to R: Faith Hague, Mary Melton, Tuesdi 
Woodworth, and Barbara Leonard.



The Maine-iac 'Spiel
Moved from November to early February this season 
due to construction delays, the Maine-iac fielded 20 
teams with curlers from 15 different clubs. Border 
crossing difficulties and COVID concerns meant 
there were no Canadian teams and only one US team 
from outside the northeast region. Luckily, 6 ½ 
Belfast teams helped round out the draw!
     A significant snow storm throughout Friday 
added some drama but all teams made it to their 
games, and local BCC members and Maine-iac 
participants stepped up to fill in for volunteers who 
couldn’t get to the club.
     Unfortunately, we were unable to get Larry (our 
bronze lobster trophy) out of lockdown in the Baie 
D’Urfe Curling Club, just west of Montreal. 
However, Meredith Coffin and Sharon Goguen got 
creative with a stuffed octopus named Lucretia and 
made a masterful stand-in trophy for the First Event 
winners to take home.
     It was an all Cape Cod First Event Final with 
Chasing Tail team members Chuck Barnes, Cathy 

Uhl, Matt DeLuca and Diane DiMassa outdueling the 
Rock Lobsters’ Matina Heisler, Al Duester, Marinna 
Martini and Levi Gorrell. Both teams will be returning 
next year, one as defending champs, and the other as the 
raffle winner for an automatic spot! (Larry did land at 
the Cape Cod Curling Club in Mid-March.) 

Continued on  the next page

USWCA All American

On Saturday, January 22, twenty four BCC women had a full day of curling as six teams competed for the 
USWCA All American pin. It was a wonderful mix of experienced and new curlers—for some, it was their first 
game ever! Every game was a close one with lots of great shots and some ended in ties with skips’ stones to the 
button!!  The day’s first place team was skipped by Jean Beal, with Olga Zimmerman at vice, Danielle Wain at 
second, and Noell Alley at lead.



     Belfast teams had a great showing in the Sunday finals. Dan 
Marra, Barbara Leonard, Mike Douglass and Hanna Billington 
made a dramatic comeback in the Second Event, forcing the 
game to come down to the last rock, but the South Shore 
Sliders’ Mike McKenzie, Scott Fernandes, Doug Jones and 
Collen O’Connor prevailed. 
     In the Third Event, Jody Moser, Rachel Petersen and Garrett 
Gustafson, skipped by Broomstones’ Alex Hull, defeated 
Nashua’s Warren and Ryan Barclay, Rob Kluger and Nicholas 
Kepka Calvetti. And in the Fourth Event points final played 
between four teams, Belfast’s Dutch Masters, comprised of Jeff 
Dutch, Terry and Donna Fancy, and Anita King, were the 
winners.

Rutland’s Dean Mooney shows off the sweater he 
won in Saturday night’s raffle, generously donated 
by Brenda and Jim Boulier. His team mates reported 
that he slept in it that night.



The Wood Memorial Open
As is the tradition every year, the Wood brought a 
whole lot of color and laid-back island vibes to the 
end of BCC’s season. March 18-20, curlers came 
from Broomstones, Norfolk, Long Island, New 
Pond, Jersey Pinelands, and as far away as Detroit, 
to join thirteen Belfast teams for a weekend of 
music, fine food and drink, and of course good 
curling!

     In keeping with the Wood’s longstanding 
Hawaiian theme, there were tropical margaritas at 
the bar, a longboard and orchids in the banquet 
room, and the Fourth Event finalists marched onto 
the ice to the Hawaii Five-O theme song 
accompanied by kazoos.
     Highlights included the Cold Toes Taco Truck in 
combination with sun and temps that lured folks out 
to the back deck, and also live music for BOTH 
Friday and Saturday cocktails: Tom Joseph's band, 
Circle the Wagon, the first evening, and Ando 
Anderson & Jeff Densmore on ukulele and congas 
Saturday. 



     Another bagpiper, Ernie Smith (who trained under 
former beloved piper Paul Hazard), made a successful 
BCC debut. In the First Event Finals, 
Green Flash, comprised of Rob and Sierra Dietz, 
Mike Lannan, and Ben Mailloux, defeated Four Old 
Guys which really were Three Guys, Duke Marston, 
Rick Fitzsimmons, and Jon Beal, joined by Jean Beal.
     Team New Pond took the Second Event, defeating 
Belfast’s Ho’ohuli Hooligans (Dan Marra, Barb 
Leonard and Steve and Serena Cole), while in the 
Third Event, Norfolk prevailed over Belfast’s Drawing 
a Blank (Jody Moser, Andy and Lisa Gross, and 
Garrett Gustaffson).
    The Fourth Event points final was won by reunited 
curlers from Colgate University that included Belfast’s 
Rachel Petersen, Broomstones’ Alex Hull, and Matt 
Feeny and Jenna Glat, who had not been on the ice 
since the foursome curled together in 2014!

     

But wait it's not over! 
On the last day of the season, Sunday March 27, Ann Kirkpatrick and 
a corps of dedicated volunteers with just a little more to give, put on 
The Maine Friendly—a fun day of curling between 4 teams from the 
Pine Tree Curling Club in Portland, 4 home teams, and 2 hybrid 
teams that paired Belfast curlers with folks from Dover-Foxcroft and 
Portland. The curlers from away were thrilled for the opportunity to 
play on dedicated ice and look forward to returning for a bonspiel,  
another funspiel, or just maybe for league play.        



Steve and Diana McLaughlin and Owen and Mijin 
Nelson joined forces to compete in the GNCC 
Mixed Seniors Bonspiel, held at Utica Curling Club 
January 21-23. Diana reports: 
     “There were 16 teams—7 from Utica and 9 from 
away. The 6-sheet club is beautiful, club members 
were friendly and welcoming, and the ice was 
FAST. So much so that we lost three games before 
figuring it out and finally winning one, which 
unexpectedly qualified us for the 'F Finals' on 
Sunday morning! (I joked that F division meant 
Failed to win all but one game.) We then lost to a 
Utica team on Sunday morning, but it was close and 
our opponents were lots of fun. Most of their meals 
were done by professional caterers and everything 
was excellent, though not necessarily exceeding 
Belfast cuisine!”

Matt Ondra, Robin Belek, Brian Cooley-Gilliom, 
and Danielle Wain represented BCC at the 
Raymond Kayser Memorial Bonspiel, GNCC’s 
Mixed 5 & Under Championship. The event was 
co-hosted by Broomstones and TCC February 10-13. 
Matt reports:
     “We finished 1W and 3L, but the games were 
competitive—just a shot or two not going the right 
way. It was Brian and Danielle's first away bonspiel 
as second year curlers. I would definitely encourage 
more 2nd/3rd year curlers to sign up for 5 & Under 
events as it is a great way to meet other new curlers 
and to compete on a level playing field. We had a 
fun time, especially with the Albany crowd. They 
had 4 teams there and were great to hang out with. I 
think they are eager to come up and hang out with us 
at the Maine-iac next year.”

    Garrett Gustaffson and Rachel Petersen traveled to 
Triangle Curling Club in Durham, NC, for the Third 
Annual GNCC Mixed Doubles Championship held 
January 28-30. Rachel reports:
     “It was a 16 team field, down from an anticipated 32 
due to COVID. We played 6 games that weekend, two of 
them going into extra ends. We won our last three, 
ending up with a 4-2 record and winning the B Event. It 
was a fun time and a great club. People were very 
welcoming and friendly. We shut down the club both 
Friday and Saturday nights!  The Triangle Club had 
great ice, and we were fortunate to have livestreaming so 
friends and family were able to cheer us on from afar.”

Robyn Tarantino, Olga Zimmerman, Danielle Wain, and 
Christi Goosman traveled to Albany, NY, March 3 - 6 
for the Elisabeth Child’s Challenge, GNCC’s 
Womens 5 & Under Championship. Olga reports:
    “The Albany Curling Club has 2 sheets, and there 
were 20 teams, so some games were played in 
Schenectady, about 15 minutes away. It was great to get 
to play at 2 different clubs, to experience their ice, and 
check them out in general. You can learn a lot about 
your own game playing on different ice.

continued on next page

Reports From The Road



     The theme was Well Behaved Women Rarely 
Make History and our teams was “Rock On RBG”, 
complete with white collars, black robes, RBG style 
earrings, dissent pins and even a couple of gavels.
     We lost our first game, dropped out of the A 
bracket into the B, won our second in the B, but then 
lost our third and went out of the bonspiel. We had 
one end where we had to measure 2 stones with a 
laser and it was deemed a tie (identical distance to 
the hundredth) and therefore a blank end!
     The whole experience was fantastic! All 4 of us 
are full-time workers, some moms with young kids, 
but we made it happen. We stayed at an AirBnB, 
increasing our bonding as a team. The more 
connected you feel with your team, the better you 
play!
     It’s all business on the ice, but it’s so fun to chat 
with people from other clubs afterwards. There are 
lots of beginners at the 5 & Under events, so you 
don’t feel intimidated. Two of us are second year 
curlers, one of us a first year curler, and this is my 
first half playing vice. Overall, it’s a great way to 
meet a community of curlers who you will probably 
see over and over at future away bonspiels or when 
they visit Belfast!”

On March 3-6 2022, Nashua Curling Club hosted the 
Men’s Granite State Bonspiel. Belfast was 
represented by Jim Boulier who called the game and 
threw lead stones, Steve West throwing second 
stones, Scott Carson throwing third stones, and 
Terry Fancy throwing Skip’s stones. The first game 
on Thursday evening against TCC was an excellent 
game by both teams. Belfast pulled out the win on 
the last shot of the game with a draw around several 
guards onto the button. The next two games would 

prove to be more challenging, as Belfast faced two 
perennial power house Broomstones rinks skipped by 
Michael O’Neil and Sam Williams.  
     The leisurely pace of the bonspiel, with 3 games 
spread over 4 days, allowed for plenty of time to 
socialize and re-connect with many familiar faces that 
hadn’t been seen in over two years. This bonspiel was 
special as it was the first opportunity for us to personally 
thank some of the many people who contributed to the 
rebuilding of the lower level, and to let them know how 
truly appreciated their contributions were. 
     It was great to really get that sense of camaraderie 
that can only be experienced by traveling to 
bonspiels. When we walk into another club for a 
bonspiel, it’s always such a great feeling to be welcomed 
almost as a member of the family visiting for the 
weekend. We are really looking forward to welcoming 
many of the same people to our club in next February 
when BCC will host the Men’s Little International after 
a two year hiatus.  by Scott Carson

The Bowdoin College Curling team of Isabel Krogh, 
Claire Pierce, Augie Rice, Teagan Ryan, Maynor 
Loaisiga, and Gavin Sychterz qualified for the Nationals 
for College Curling which were held March 11-13 in 
Fargo-Moorhead, ND. Claire reports:
     “The top 16 college curling teams were invited to 
participate based on points earned through college 
bonspiels and head-to-head competitions throughout the 
season. Teams were seeded in 4 pools and played a 
round-robin with the teams within their pools. The top 8 
teams were placed in the Championship bracket, while 
the bottom 8 were placed in the Consolation bracket. 
Then, all teams played in a single-elimination playoff for 
the final games. Unfortunately, we lost all our pool play 
games and were eliminated in the first round of 
Consolation play. However, we were proud to have 
played well against the teams that went on to get 2nd and 
third place overall, and the winner of the consolation 
bracket. We had a great time and learned so much from 
the experience, as none of us had ever been to Nationals 
before!”



 

A Message from BCC’s President
Dear Membership,
 
Sitting here and looking back to the uncertainty surrounding the club at this time last year, I could never have 
imagined we would be in the position we are in now. There was a lot of angst and a few sleepless nights over the 
challenges that lay before us, but we managed to persevere and have had what can only be looked at as a very 
successful season. This was only possible due to the dedication and effort shown by each and every one of you, 
and for that I am grateful. We can all be grateful! There is still much left to be done, but as this past year has 
proven, our membership is up to the task. 
 
Thank you once again, and I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting on Saturday, April 30. The 
meeting will commence at 4 pm, followed by cocktails and dinner catered by Darby’s Restaurant. More details to 
come!
 
Good Curling,
Steve West

A year ago….                                    And today!
 

On April 4, the Renovation Committee completed its 52nd meeting, and determined that the scope of the Lower 
Level project as authorized 13 months ago by the Board of Directors is essentially complete. The new toilets for the 
women’s locker room—which were added late in the project—still need to be installed, as does the flooring around 
them. Also additional signage and a few minor items identified by the code inspector remain. 
The project, including numerous changes as conditions required, was completed within approximately 1% of the 
original budget set on July 6th 2021.  
     A huge congratulations and thank you go out to Renovation Committee members Ken Gordon, Donna Fancy, 
Jeff Dutch, Jim Boulier, Scott Carson and Ann Kirkpatrick, as well as architect Jason Merriam. And thank you to 
all who contributed to making the transformation a reality! 


